History of the Town of Šumperk

In the 16th century Šumperk was the seat of the Žerotín family, but in 1562 feudalism was ended in Šumperk and it became a royal town. The following period
of prosperity was ruined by the Thirty Years‘ War, the
great fire of 1669 and the inquisition trials held between
1678 and 1694.
The Industrial Revolution produced a boom in textile production, and Šumperk‘s architecture came to
resemble Vienna. After WWII the majority of Germanspeaking inhabitants were moved away and the town
stagnated, but today Šumperk is beginning a new era of
prosperity.

Witch Trials

Geschader
house

Šumperk was founded in the 13th century. The town‘s
economy was mainly based on textile crafts, and the
town was often the property of significant Czech and
Moravian aristocratic families.

A Permanent Exhibition in the Geschader House
in Šumperk

Information and Contacts
June, September
Mo - Sa
9 am - 3 pm

July, August

Mo-Sa
9 - noon, 1 - 5 pm

The last tour of the exhibition, taking about 40 minutes,
begins 45 minutes before closing time. From October to
May visits to the exhibition must be booked two weeks in
advance.
After buying a ticket each visitor receives the guidePORT™ system containing all the information about the
„Witch Trials“ exhibition. The exhibition is housed in the
basement and is designed to allow visitors to view the
items on display without a guide.
European Meeting House (Geschader House)
Kladská 1, 787 01 Šumperk, Czech Republic
Tel.: +420 583 213 721, +420 721 346 527
E-mail: expozice@sumperk.cz
www.sumperk.cz
GPS: 49°57‘54,004“N, 16°58‘19,401“E
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The „Witch Trials“ exhibition
in the Geschader House
The European Meeting House is also known as the
Geschader House, and is one of the oldest and the most
valuable historical monuments in Šumperk. At the time
of the notorious witch inquisition trials the stories and
personal tragedies of the victims of the trials took place
in the house.
The „Witch Trials“ exhibition featuring the modern
guidePORT™ system is on display in the basement of the
Geschader House and is thematically connected to the
„Where Witches Lived“ sightseeing tour.
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The Judgement of provost Lautner
The seal of inquisitor Boblig
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The Geschader House is one of the stops on „The
Witch Cycling Route“ which runs from Mohelnice through
Šumperk to Zlaté Hory.

Map of the exhibition
1 – Opening information
2 – Documents
3 – 1st film projection
4 – Gallery of verdicts
5 – Peschke’s jail
6 – Torture room and 2nd film projection

